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THE POLISH-GERMAN BORDER REGION IN THE PROCESS OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

The abstract 

 

The aim of the following thesis is the analysis of the economic and social 

development of the Polish-German border region in the process of European 

integration. The research was undertaken in two stages encompassing both the 

period prior to Poland joining the EU, and the experience of the initial period of 

membership. The research was completed in 2005. 

The theoretical section consists of the presentation of studies available in the 

field of the particular problems in the Polish-German border region, as well as 

regional, and cross-border region issues. In the empirical section the following 

methods have been adopted: 

• comparative document analysis  

• SWOT analysis 

• Private interviews 

• Telephone interviews 

The main method of collecting the information was through interviews. Eighty 

interviews were conducted with representatives of both Polish and German 

government and local governments, and with business institutions, business 

people, and journalists. 

The purpose of the research was to determine the opportunities and the 

threats for the Polish-German border area against the background of Poland 

joining the EU, and to identify the extent to which this cross-border location might 

result in the region becoming a significant beneficiary from EU integration. 

Particular attention was paid to the political decision-making process 

accompanying the integration process. An essential aspect was to establish the 

extent of the cooperation between Polish and German regional and central 

government administration in developing the Polish-German border regions as 

potential European regions of economic growth.  
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Analysis was conducted not only on the work of bilateral government 

commissions and the co-operation of local administration, but also on both Polish 

and German regional development programme documents. An important 

element of this research was determining what psychological barriers existed and 

also what was lacking on an institutional level in terms of resolving conflicts in the 

Polish-German border region. 

This thesis covers the following subject areas: 

• The characteristics of the Polish-German border regions 

• Theoretical and  methodological problems, with particular emphasis on 

Polish and  German concepts of regional development 

• The Polish-German border region as a subject of research, and a topic of 

discussion of the Polish-German Intergovernmental Commission for 

Regional and Cross-border Cooperation. 

• The preparation of border-region companies for operation in common 

market conditions 

• The role of cross-border trade 

• The effects of EU expansion on the local labour market and the service 

industry 

• The role of ‘twinned’ border towns 

• The role of  EU funding in development of the Polish-German border 

region 

This thesis comprises eight chapters, each supported with tables and 

graphs. 

The first, introductory chapter contains the aims and scope of this work, the 

methods utilized and the bibliography. The second chapter consists of the 

characteristics of the region under research, including population, ethnic 

diversity, economy, infrastructure, and the functioning of euroregions. The third 

chapter explores theoretical and methodological issues regarding the definition of 

border areas and regions, with special emphasis on the Polish-German border 

region. The fourth chapter is preoccupied with the subject of the Polish –German 

border region as an object of research and practical interest of Polish and 
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German experts and politicians. It presents the results of analyses of the effects 

of Polish EU integration for this region, with the main stress on the lack of 

sufficient Polish and German dialogue in this respect. The fifth chapter introduces 

the problems of preparing small and medium-sized businesses in the border 

regions for the challenges of increased competition in the EU market. Research 

on the expectations and fears of Polish and German businesses in the pre-

accession period are analyzed, and the issue of the cooperation of the Polish 

and German business is also discussed. The sixth chapter meanwhile discusses 

the initial experiences of Polish membership in the EU and its effect on economic 

development in the Polish-German border region. Focus was placed on the 

activity of Polish and German companies, as well as the changes in the labour 

markets and the opening up of the service industry market. This chapter also 

contains a thorough analysis of the role and the prospects of cross-border trade 

as a significant economic factor in the Polish-German border region. The seventh 

chapter presents the role of EU funding  (Phare Cross-Border Cooperation  and 

Interreg III A) in the modernizing of the existing infrastructure and the 

consolidation of institutional and economic cooperation in the border regions.  

The thesis finishes with conclusions and recommendations in which the 

following issues are primarily considered: 

• The initiative in undertaking new concepts in the development of the 

Polish-German border region is undertaken primarily by German 

politicians, while their Polish counterparts demonstrate a rather passive, or 

even critical stance. 

• The development of the border regions is still a random collection of 

unilateral action, or shows the disinterest of both Polish and German 

politicians, rather than the result of joint coordinated Polish-German 

initiatives.  

• The unquestionable progress in the field of trade, cultural, and 

interpersonal cooperation in the border regions since 1989 is mainly the 

result of individual and regional initiatives, and not a united development 

policy conducted by the political elite in Berlin or Warsaw. 
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• For Polish-German political dialogue in the highest government ranks 

cross-border issues are not of great importance. The recommendations of 

the Polish-German Intergovernmental Commission for Cross-Border and 

Regional Cooperation and its committees are not represented to any 

significant degree during consultations at the Prime Ministerial level.  

• Poland’s integration into the EU has not been reflected in the building of 

new border crossings, accelerating the building and the modernizing of 

cross-border roads and motorways, or the establishing of cross-border 

transport networks between Germany and Poland. From the perspective 

of Polish and German businesses the above failures are the greatest 

hindrance to the border regions’ economic growth. 

• Despite the serious failings in the area of transport, the EU expansion 

East has directly translated into stimulating trade contacts in the Polish-

German border region leading to positive changes in the functioning of 

both economies. The evaluation by Polish businesses of the effects of 

expansion is much more positive than that presented by German trade 

representatives for the border regions. The level of cooperation is still very 

weak, however the benefits of Poland joining the common market have 

accelerated interest in this form of co-operation. 

• The decision of the German government to establish long transition 

periods in the free movement of persons between Germany and Poland 

had a seriously negative impact on the border regions’ opportunities 

arising from Poland joining the EU. A  number of potential investors 

withdrew their plans to locate their production lines on the German side of 

the border in view of the decision to close the German labour market to a 

cheaper  Polish workforce. 

• Poland’s accession to the EU resulted in the mayors of Polish and 

German border town implementing numerous initiatives in order to partly 

open the labour market in Germany. 

• It is of primary importance that the Polish Government specify the role of 

the Western Territories in its foreign and economic policies. As a result of 
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Poland’s accession to the EU the Polish German border region now 

constitutes a single economic region for  the first time since 1945. In the 

long term a growing number of decisions concerning this particular region 

will be taken in Brussels. 

• Polish-German talks on establishing a concept for the common economic 

development of the border regions should be institutionalized and held at 

the highest government level with the inclusion of representatives of 

regional government. Rather than undertaking the preparation of new 

analyses, the  working groups should concentrate on verifying the existing 

papers and documents. 

 

 

Marzenna Guz-Vetter 
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